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uThe one thing the murals have in common is that there is a sky. | take a

sky from the previous country | visited, and paint it in the next place. I'm

making a chain, and the message is that we're all under the same sky."”
: . — Nichole Blackburn, muralist and founder of the nonprofit Big Sky Countries ;

uye're all under the same sky” is the message Nichole
Blackburn offers with murals like this one in Bolivia.

Brad &msm' Photographer
art by wandering around the world, creating
Big Skies Count[ies_.

Hermosa Beach artist Nichole Blackburn has reinvigorated her passion for

murals and bringing art to disadvantaged children through her foundation,
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Unhappy and restless, she
took her art on the road in July
2007, spending a year painting
large-scale murals with chil-
dren in impoverished locales,
and ignoring the shock of
friends back home.

Blackburn started with a
Thai school gerving many stu-
dents who survived the devas-
tating 2004 tsunami. Next, she
went 10 @ school in inner-city
Dublin, an orphanage in
Manila, and then an orphan-

¢ serving special-needs chil-
dren in Bolivia.

After moving stateside last
August, Blackburn painted a
mural for a newly opened ele-
mentary school in post-Katrina
New Orleans. Several months
later, she worked with children
to paint @ 40-foot scene at the

Occupational Therapy Train-
ing Program yYouth Center in
Harbor Gateway.

When she begins & project,
Blackbumworksvﬁththefacil-
ity and its children t0 develop
the mural's theme. en she
sets to work with the same
effort and enthusiasm she

gives any other client. ,

Though Blackburn paints
the most of each mural;
children, some timid at first,
are invited to help. And Black-
burn never, €Ver paints over
the kids’ work. :

“They don’t really Know
what to expect, and at first
they are apprehensive,” she
said. “They can help at any
point as the mural pl:ogres§es,

about painting as & student at
Redondo Union High School.
Thanks largely to an inspira-
tional teacher, she excelled in
art class and developed new
confidence in discovering her
talent.

After graduating from San
Diego State University with a
fine arts degree, she returned
home to the South Bay to paint
pr(rfessionally, ultimately
lishing her Redondo Beach-
hased Celadon Studio.

Blackburn said Celadon’s
business is still yibrant in 2
drab  economy, but she
acknowledged her model has

These days, instead of per-
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single customer’s home.
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